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Dear Guest, 

Thank you again for choosing Casa La Torre. Monopoli has got 
lots of offer and the choice can be hard sometimes so in order to 
make most out of your time in Monopoli we have put together a 
list of tips and recommendations to address any question you 
might have during your staying.  

We also hope you will share our same love for Monopoli and we 
are hoping that you will respect it during your staying.  
Small things like picking up your rubbish from the beach, 
recycling or respecting other people in public areas will make 
you feel more welcome and part of our community. 

If you have any question, feel free to ask us for further 
information on info@casalatorrepuglia.com  

We wish you a pleasant stay with us. 

Casa La Torre is a family business and a project 
created by our family. Casa La Torre also reflects the 
belief that we should respect our nature and tradition 
and this is why we have called each room after the 
typical trees of our land. 
Although our heart is in Puglia, we are a family of 
travellers, scattered among the United Kingdom, 
Greece, Spain and Italy. We travel for a living, 
therefore we fully understand the importance of 
exploring new cultures in a comfortable way.  

Only those who spend their lives exploring new 
cultures can understand how important it is to travel in 
a comfortable, practical yet luxurious way. Our goal is 
therefore to offer you an unforgettable holiday in 
Puglia, with the same comforts we would expect from 
you if we were to be your guests.

mailto:info@casalatorrepuglia.com
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There are regular trains connecting Bari to Monopoli, but we 
recommend checking your trip and the timetables ahead of your arrival  
If you are arriving from Bari Airport, you can get the train shuttle which 
costs 5 euros and takes you to Bari Centrale. You can check the 
timetable on the following website  http://www.ferrovienordbarese.it/   
To get to Monopoli from Bari Centrale you will have to take the regional 
train which costs approximately 3,40 euros. 
Plan your journey from Bari Centrale to Monopoli on the following 
website https://www.trenitalia.com. We can arrange your pick up from 
the train station at an additional cost of 10-15 euros depending on 
times of the year  

The transfer from the airport will cost around 80-90€ by taxi which  
will take approximately 45 minutes depending on traffic.  
Please book the service in advance.  
Our recommended taxi driver is Piero Merolla: +39 339220 9716

BY TRAIN

BY TAXI

•   Bari Airport  

•   Bari Centrale  

• Monopoli (train station) 

• Casa La Torre (Via Perrini 22,26) 

Ferrotramviaria train  

Regional Train direction  Lecce 

15 minutes walk or  5 mins 

You can hire a car from the airport and then take the SS16 via Mola 
di Bari. The journey takes approximately 45 minutes depending on 
traffic.

BY CAR

1 .  P L A N  Y O U R  T R I P  TO  M O N O P O L I

http://www.ferrovienordbarese.it/
https://www.trenitalia.com


PIAZZA VITTORIO EMANUELE  (Vittorio Emanuele’s Square) 

The main square of the city of Monopoli is Piazza Vittorio Emanuele II, commonly 
called "Borgo", was built in 1796 thanks by order of the King of Naples.  
On one side of the square there is a fountain with details representing 
nationalism, while on the other side you will find the War Memorial, inaugurated 
on 24 May 1928 in honour of the 300 soldiers who died during the First World 

War. The sculpture was done by a local artist. The sculpture sees a man holding a drawn sword on one hand and a 
symbol of victory on the other; in the same scene there is a mother blessing her son on his way to war and another 
woman who comforts a widow and an orphan of a fallen soldier. Around there is the chain recovered from the 
anchor of the battleship "Benedetto Brin".  The fountain, originally built in the 1930s and then rebuilt in 2011. 

CASTELLO CARLO QUINTO (The Castle of Monopoli) 

The castle of Monopoli was committed by Charles V in Apulia, and for him edited by the 
most illustrious viceroy of the series, that Don Pedro of Toledo, of the homonymous and 
historical street of Naples. But others name the marquis Don Ferrante Loffredo, who lived 
in Lecce, and indicate the year 1552 for the end of the work. The castle has a pentagonal 
shape, typical of sixteenth-century forts, but is seems to have incorporated a pre-existing 
cylindrical tower, Roman in shape, which gives a unique relief to the entrance 
and the façade itself.  Embedded are also the underground, which include 
among other things the ancient Basilian church of St. Nicholas of the Pinna, 
which has become the church of the fortress. In the first half of the 19th century 

2 .  C U LT U R A L  S I T E S  I N  M O N O P O L I



PIAZZA PALMIERI (Palmieri’s square) 

Only round the corner from Casa La Torre lies Piazza Palmieri, one of the first and 
most ancient settlements in the town of Monopoli. Dominated by Saint Peter and St 
Paul’s church, the square is an example of late baroque architecture. It has been 
named after the Palmieri family, one of the most influential and noble families in the 
18th century in the area. One of the religious buildings in the square used to be a 
female orphanage, which later became a kindergarten in 1903. Given the high 
number of orphan girls in the town, in 1916 a "School of Cutting, Embroidery and 
other female jobs" was opened and it was further converted into a primary school. 

PIAZZA GARIBALDI (Garibaldi’s Square) 

Located in the heart of the old town, Piazza Garibaldi is one of the main tourist attractions as well as one of the most 
popular area for young locals. The square’s reminiscence dates back to 1049 when the ancient basin which was 
covered with sand by the Normans.  
The square is surrounded by impressive buildings of historical importance, including Palazzo Rendella, built over the 
foundations of the ancient Spanish prison. The caserma spagnola (the spanish barrack) also oversees the main 
square. Originally a military barrack, the building was erected to house Spanish officers and soldiers during the 16th 
century. This was made so that the Spanish military didn’t have to be hosted by local families in their houses. 
Last but not least, there’s the bell building, located at the intersection between Via Garibaldi and the 
homonymous square. The building is also known for the so-called "infamous column”, a column used in 
ancient times to chain and expose to torture anyone who broke the law. 

2. CULTURAL SITES IN MONOPOLI



CATTEDRALE DI MONOPOLI (The Cathedral) 

The Cathedral of Monopoli was built above the foundations of another temple 
which dated back to the Paleochristian age and dedicated to Saint Mercurius, 
roughly around the 256 AD. The cathedral was built in the 12th century under the 
initiative of the bishop Romualdo (1077 - 1118) and with the contribution of the 
duke Roberto d’Altavilla.  

However, the construction works were soon stopped because they struggled to 
find suitable materials that could support the roof. The legend has it that on the 
night of December 16th 1117 a raft landed in the port of Monopoli, carrying the 
icon of the Madonna della Madia (Holy Virgin).  

The 31 raft beams were then used to complete the church, which was sanctified 
only on 1 October 1442. In the 18th century the church was subsequently 
renovated, giving it a more contemporary look and feel, in pure baroque style. In 
1786 a 33 meters high wall was also erected to protect the building from the 
strong wind gusts coming from the sea. 

2 .  C U LT U R A L  S I T E S  I N  M O N O P O L I



CALA PORTA VECCHIA 

3 MINUTES WALK FROM CASA LA TORRE  

Located right outside the old town of Monopoli, this incredible little cove is only a couple of 
minutes away from Casa La Torre, perfect for a swim on your first day or when it is very windy!  
Going for a swim at Cala Porta Vecchia first thing in the morning before it gets too busy is a 
ritual for locals. 
Porta Vecchia offers swimmers a picturesque setting in the most amazing sea, which has also 
been awarded a blue flag by Legambiente (italian environmental society) for its meeting 
environmental standard  
The little bay oversees the old town of Monopoli with its white houses and the 16th century 
walls that once protected the city, giving you a picturesque and unique experience between 
sea and tradition. Budget: free 

LA PERLA NERA 

12 MINUTES WALK FROM CASA LA TORRE 

Despite being very accessible La Perla Nera is a beach club with a free public 
area that doesn’t compromise on quality. Right next to a secluded small rocky 
beach, the water is crystal clear and easy to access, thanks to a safe stepping 
climb that allows to dip in and out comfortably.  
The club has also got a restaurant and a green area with sun beds and 
umbrellas. This could be an ideal solution for a hassle-free day at the beach 
since it’s only a short walk away from Casa La Torre.  
Budget: €€/free

3 .  O U R  FAV O U R I T E  B E A C H E S  ( O N  F O OT )



3 .  O U R  FAV O U R I T E  B E A C H E S  ( O N  F O OT )

CALA PARADISO 

17 MINUTES WALK FROM CASA LA TORRE 

Cala Paradiso is an oasis for sport lovers with the perks of the most 
stunning sea. The beach has been awarded as one of the most beautiful 
beaches by Legambiente (Italian association for environmental 
protection). The beach has got a sandy area as well as a rocky one which 
stretches towards the sea and it has also both a private and public beach. 
Rocky or sandy, public or private this beach, chilled or sporty, this beach 
caters for anyone who’s undecided and need an easy and practical 
solution. It is located on the south side of the city and can be reached in 
15 minutes by walk and 5 minutes by car.  Budget: €€/free

CALA VERDE (MONOPOLI)   

15 MINUTES WALK FROM CASA LA TORRE 

Located in a narrow and deep inlet, this is a serious hidden gem for those 
who love to perch on a sandy beach whilst admiring the natural landscape 
with the typical Mediterranean shrubs. This small lido is free and it is a 
great spot on windy days since it’s protected by two rocky ridges. It gets 
quite busy to go early to get your spot! Budget: €€/Free



4 .  O U R  FAV O U R I T E  B E A C H E S  ( B Y  C A R / B I K E )

Monopoli has some of the most beautiful coastline in Puglia, however choosing the right spot can be a stressful task 
when there are so many options! We have selected some of the best beaches around Bari to make your experience in 
Puglia stress-free. 

CALAMARENA  

8 MINUTES DRIVE FROM CASA LA TORRE 

Arguably one of the best beaches around the area, this is a very popular spot 
where locals often hang. Wild and untouched are just some of the words used to 
describe this shoreline, which gives you everything you need. A crystal clear blue 
water, the sound of the sea away from the crowd, a dreamy view of the old town of 
Monopoli in the background but also the practical bits such as loungers and shade 
to hire and a bar that features a mix of typical Apulian dishes. If you love simplicity 
and nature, this is your cup of tea. Budget: €€ 

*** Partnership with Casa La Torre - if you are our guest ask for a discount *** (Not available in August)

MARZÁ 
10 MINUTES DRIVE FROM CASA LA TORRE 
If you love a chilled atmosphere with hammocks, teepees and lounge 
music this is the place for you (Coachella vibes!). Located in a little cove on 
the south side of Monopoli Marzà is a great spot for a relaxing day at the 
beach or just to enjoy a drink in the sunset. 
Budget: €€€€



BAMBU BEACH 

15 MINUTES DRIVE FROM CASA LA TORRE 

If you love sandy beaches and you are in for a treat without giving up on your 
adventurous spirit, this is definitely your must-go spot. A tropical inspired beach resort 
with tiki influences offers its guests the most relaxing and indulgent experience thanks to 
its shell-shaped sun-beds, a restaurant, a sushi bar and last but not least a tremendous 
green/turquoise sea in the beautiful coast line of Capitolo. The icing on the cake? This 
beach offers plenty of sport facilities, ideal for kids and adults including a beach volley 
court, wind-surfs, canoe and laser-sail boat rental and the possibility to also get an 
instructor. Time to learn how to ride those waves! Budget: €€€€ 

ARCHEOLIDO (SAVELLETRI) 

17 MINUTES DRIVE FROM CASA LA TORRE  

We dare you to find something as unique as the Archeolido, A sandy beach facing the 
crystallised water that takes thousands of shades of blue from the sky. The old 
Acropolis of Egnathia, the Ancient city of the Messapii standing in the background, 
brings you back to the 2nd century B.C. reviving your passion for the Mediterranean 
culture and history. The Archeolido is the place where you can lose yourself between 
nature and culture with the comforts of a private beach club. The beach is equipped 
with shades and lounges and the bar offers a great menu selection, using ingredients 
that have been carefully sourced locally. Budget: €€€ 
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6 .  O U R  FAV O U R I T E  R E S TA U R A N T S

Il Guazzetto: only a minute away from Casa La Torre offers a great variety of local dishes and fresh 
seafood. Great value for money. Visit the website Budget: €€ 

La Locanda sul Porto: offering amazing quality seafood and typical Apulian food, this is a place 
where locals go (you need the car to get there), so you can’t go wrong if authenticity is what you are 
after. Budget: €€€  

Porto Rosso Restaurant: located just outside the old town of Monopoli Porto Rosso offers a great 
variety of mains and seafood dishes in a beautiful surrounding by the sea, ensuring a romantic 
atmosphere at a very affordable price. Budget: €€ 

Alchemicamente Chiné: the best pizza in town by the sea, great candlelight atmosphere, this place is just incredible on a hot 
summer day. Booking highly recommended. Budget: €€ 

La Torretta: for a special dinner La Torretta is probably one of the most romantic 
restaurants in Monopoli. A more formal setting, offering the freshest local produce, 
voption if you love seafood. From mussels to octopus to fresh fish, there’s plenty of 
all things fishy to try! Visit the website Budget: €€€€ 

La Rosa dei Venti: Another hidden gem, probably not so known among the 
tourists because it’s located slightly further outside from the main tourist sites. 
This restaurant offers an excellent variety of seafood and typical Apulian dishes 
including fresh vegetables using old recipes e.g. fried courgettes, parmigiana 
but also focaccia, pizza etc. Visit the website  Budget: €€  

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d2355704-Reviews-La_Torretta_del_Pescatore-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d2257880-Reviews-La_Rosa_dei_Venti-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d2194264-Reviews-Il_guazzetto-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
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7 .  C A S U A L  R E S TA U R A N T S  &  D R I N K S

Baldovino: only a minute’s away from Casa La Torre, this is a cosy bar where you can 
have a glass of wine before going out for dinner… or maybe two! Budget: € 

Alchemico: mixology and much more, the people behind these bar brought their 
experience working for the best London bars to Monopoli. Just pick your favourite 
flavour, they will do the rest. Budget: €€ 

Damare: One of the best Apulian street food joints in the old town. Sandwiches with 
grilled octopus, tuna or salmon tartare with burrata, this grab and go food concept is 
reinventing Apulian food, better if accompanied with a beer or a glass of wine.Visit the 
website Budget: €€ 

The King Street Food: If you haven’t tried the puccia, a typical sandwich bread that is 
made from pizza dough, this is your place. If you are looking for a simple yet indulgent 
dinner on the go this is your place. The menu is varied with delicious meaty, veggie 
and fishy options so whatever your taste you wont be disappointed. Visit the website 
Budget: € 

Carlo Quinto: one of the best places for a relaxing happy hour at the sunset thanks to 
its great location right by the famous Castello of Charles 5th. Also a very lively 
spot for a drink after dinner. Budget: €€€ 

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d10463782-Reviews-Damare-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d10463782-Reviews-Damare-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g652003-d4151858-Reviews-The_King_Street_Food-Monopoli_Province_of_Bari_Puglia.html
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8 . H A P P Y  H O U R  &  PA R T Y  T I M E

Mezzopieno: A spritz by largo Portavecchia with the bell sound of the Cathedral is all 
you need after a long day by the beach. Budget: €€ 

P23: A lounge vibe for those who prefer sipping their cocktail in a chilled atmosphere 
whilst enjoying the sunset. And relax! Budget: €€€ 

Le Palme Capitolo: Palm trees, electronic music and lots of fun at this Capitolo beach 
bar! One for the party lovers! Budget: €€€ 

Alchemicamente La Maddalena: Known for their delicious cocktails, a beautiful lounge 
bar by the seaside facing the habour of Savelletri, this is a unique spot to watch the 
sunset in a romantic set up with a great vibe. Budget: €€ 

Cala Cerasa: For Italian live music lovers, this California-inspired beach bars is very lively 
and fun on a weekend. Fllamingos, bean bags, Corona beers with lime and freshly made 
panzerotti will give you a real Bari-fornia experience! Budget: €€ 

Cala Diavolo: A new addition to Monopoli’s nightlife, this beach bars has been a great 
spot for those who enjoy music in beautifully decorated surrounding. 
One for the instagrammers! Budget: €€€ 
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9 . OT H E R  S E R V I C E S  &  D I S C O U N T S  

For trips and short excursions: 
As a guest of Casa La Torre, you have access to Habi Apulia,  
an online concierge service that will help you with your trips:  
https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?
phone=393249955333&text&type=phone_number&app_absent=0 

Bike rental services: 
Catedràl 10 
+393893438420 
https://goo.gl/maps/5sD8uAYiJRnXiFHy5 
** 20% off if you tell them you are a Casa La Torre guest ** 

Taxi services: 
Piero Merolla 
+39 339220 9716 

Beach bag and beach towel rental: 
At an additional cost of 20 euros per stay we give our guests the opportunity to rent our lovely homemade beach 
bag and 2 two beach towels so you can carry less weight in your bag and make your trip hassle-free. Just ask us!  

Sun umbrellas: 
Beach umbrellas will be available at the B&b free of charge 

https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?phone=393249955333&text&type=phone_number&app_absent=0
https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?phone=393249955333&text&type=phone_number&app_absent=0
https://goo.gl/maps/5sD8uAYiJRnXiFHy5

	17 minutes walk from Casa La Torre

